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SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE OF SECY OE TRANSPORTATION BROCK ADAMS AT 
45TH COUNCIL OF ECMT 

SUMMARY: SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION BROCK ADAMS, ACCOMPANIED 
BY A SMALL DELEGATION INCLUDING DOT ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
DAVENPORT AND A MEMBER OF THE US MISSION TO THE OECD, 

ATTENDED THE 45TH COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS OF TRANSPORT, HELD IN ATHENS ON JUNE 1-2. THE 
ADAMS VISIT, THE EIRST TO GREECE BY A CABINET MEMBER OF 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION, GENERATED CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC 
INTEREST AND WAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR USEFUL EXCHANGES 
WITH SENIOR OFEICIALS OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 
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1. GREEK REACTION TO SECRETARY ADAMS' VISIT WAS ENTHUSIASTIC, 

AND ALL LOCAL PRESS AND RADIO/TV NETWORKS GAVE WIDESPREAD 
COVERAGE TO A PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 1 AT THE AMBASSADOR'S 
RESIDENCE WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL AND 
GREEK PRESS. (SEE SEPTEL FOR MEDIA COVERAGE OF VISIT.) 

A TAPED INTERVIEW WITH GREEK NATIONAL TELEVISION, ARRANGED 
BY USIS, WAS ALSO AN OPPORTUNITY EOR ELABORATION OF US 
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TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY POLICIES. DURING A RECEPTION 
HOSTED ON JUNE I BY PRESIDENT TSATSOS EOR ECMT DELEGATES, 

SECRETARY ADAMS HAD INEORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MANY SENIOR GREEK 
OEFICIALS INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS, 
MINISTER OE COORDINATION PAPALIGOURAS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER VOYATZIS, ALL OE WHOM WELCOMED THE PRESENCE IN 
GREECE OE A US CABINET OEFICIAL AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPRESS GREEK VIEWS ON A NUMBER OE ISSUES INCLUDING CYPRUS 
AND THE AEGEAN. 

2. DURING THE ECMT MEETING, SECRETARY ADAMS ANNOUNCED THE 
US INTENTION TO SEEK ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP IN ECMT. THIS 
POSITION WAS ENCOURAGED BY OTHER ECMT MEMBERS, PARTICULARLY 
BELGIUM. THE MISSION TO THE OECD IS EXPLORING PROCEDURES 

EOR THIS ACTION WITH THE ECMT SECRETARY GENERAL. 

3. STATEMENTS BY PARTICIPATING DELEGATIONS CONTAINED 
SEVERAL INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS AND PROPOSALS. THOSE 
OE MOST INTEREST TO THE US INCLUDED A STRONG STATEMENT 
ENCOURAGING FORCEEUL PROMOTION OP ROAD SAPETY (NETHERLANDS), 
MANDATORY USE OP HEADLIGHTS AT ALL TIMES WHEN DRIVING 
(SWEEDEN), BICYCLE LANES COMPLETELY SEPARATE PROM AUTO ROADS 
(NORWAY), MANDATORY ADVANCED AND IMPROVED TRAINING EOR 
DRIVING INSTRUCTORS (GERMANY), AND INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS 
EOR SEAT BELT LATCHES AND OPENING PROCEDURES AND LOCATIONS 
(GERMANY). 

4. MINISTER GSCHEIDLE OP GERMANY, IN COMMENTS AT THE 
MEETING, EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR THE US CONTRIBUTION 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ATHENS 05170 03I25IZ 

TO ROAD SAPETY AND ENCOURAGED CONTINUED EXCHANGE OF ROAD SAFETY 
INPORMATION WITH THE US. 

5. IT WAS AGREED BY THE ECMT COUNCIL TO MEETT AGAIN 
DURING DECEMBER. 

6. COMMENT: SECY ADAMS' VISIT TO GREECE, WHILE NECESSARILY 
BRIEP BECAUSE OP HIS EARLY DEPARTURE JUNE 3 EOR 

THE PARIS AIR SHOW, WAS OUTSTANDING PROM ALL POINTS 
OP VIEW. HIS POSITIVE RECEPTION HERE, OUTSIDE THE ECMT 
CONTEXT, INDICATED WIDESPREAD GREEK INTEREST IN THIS 
ADMINISTRATION'S POLICIES RANGING BEYOND THE ENERGY AND 
TRANSPORTATION SECTORS TO THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
POLICIES IN THE AEGEAN AND ON CYPRUS. THE GREEKS WERE 
PARTICULARLY TAKEN WITH THE SECRETARY'S DEFT AND JUDICIOUS 
COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S MORAL APPROACH TO THE 
RELATIONSHIPS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND STRONG INTEREST 
IN AN EQUITABLE SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES. 

KUBISCH 
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